
Welcoming Angels 
Hosting Program

America World’s 
commitment through 
Welcoming Angels is 

to raise awareness of the 
plight and needs of older 
orphaned children while 
advocating for them to 

find forever families. 

International hosting ministry 
sponsored by America World Adoption



“When you set out to bless 
someone, don’t be surprised if you turn 

out to be blessed more than you thought 
possible. ” 

—Marie Hutchins
Host Mother



About 
Welcoming 
Angels
Welcoming Angels is an international hosting ministry 
through America World Adoption.  Through Welcoming 
Angels, older orphaned children from various countries 
are given the opportunity to live with families in the 
United States for short term stays of four to six weeks.  
During the hosting period, children will participate in 
family life, experience American culture, learn English, 
and make new friends.  America World’s commitment 
through this program is to raise awareness of the plight 
and needs of older orphaned children while advocating 
for them to find forever families.  

America World covers all expenses including meals, 
emergency medical needs, medical and liability 
insurance, transportation, and accommodations.  The 
host families arrange for free dental and medical care 
for the children while they are here. America World 
purchases $200,000 worth of medical insurance 
coverage for each child during their stay in the United 
States. 

Our program partners with churches, orphan ministries, 
individuals and families to build hosting communities. 
We organize and orchestrate a union of churches, 
ministries and organizations in the host families’ local 
area to provide financial, emotional and social support to 
the host families.

Selection of Children

America World staff will work directly with the CCCWA in 
China to identify children eligible to participate in this 
program.  The children will receive the following prior to 
being selected to participate in the program:

•	 Medical Evaluation

•	 Psychological Evaluation

•	 Social History Evaluation by a licensed social worker

•	 Registration with the CCCWA to determine orphan status

All children that participate in the hosting program have 
valid orphan status and are available for adoption.  Each 
child will participate in an orientation prior to travel with 
America World staff to discuss their trip to the United 
States.  A child psychologist will be available to the 
children during the entire visit in the United States.

Why Allow Hosting 
from China?

1 To provide opportunities 
for older orphaned children 
to meet loving, committed 
families

2 To experience American 
culture and learn English

3 To raise awareness of the 
plight of older orphaned 
children in China

4 To share Chinese culture 
with American families

5 To make new friends



Selection of Host Families

America World requires all interested host families to complete a full application 
with our agency.  Upon acceptance by America World, each host family will 

be required to have a Hosting Home Safety check or a full home study 
completed by a licensed social worker. This Hosting Home Safety Check 

includes interviews with each family member, criminal background 
checks and clearances of all adults in the home, a safety inspection 

of the home, a discussion of hosting and adoption and required 
training for the host family.  In order to become a host family, the 
licensed social worker provides America World with a formal 
approval by the social worker in the form of a written report 
detailing their findings in the Hosting Home Safety check 
including the results of all background checks and clearances. 

The social worker is available to the family throughout the hosting 
period and will check in regularly with the host family to provide 

support to the family and to the child during the child’s stay. A 
translator will be available for the host families at all times to assist 

with communication issues between the host child and the host 
family.

Host Family Training

Each potential host family must complete a series of training requirements to 
be eligible to host a child.  The trainings include topics such as parenting children 

from institutional settings and children that have experienced abuse, trauma, grief, 
significant loss and attachment issues.

Each family will receive a host parent training manual which will provide 
information on Chinese culture, America World’s discipline policy and 
confidentiality requirements, hygiene and sleeping issues, communication, 
resources for Chinese restaurants and recipes, managing expectations, attachment 
and bonding issues, transracial adoption and grief and loss.

Confidentiality

America World takes the privacy of each child’s life story and personal information 
very seriously.  Potential host families are required to sign a confidentiality 
agreement before they are referred a host child to ensure the privacy of all the 
child’s information.  The family is provided with referral information (social history, 
medical information, psychological evaluation results and photos) and they 
formally accept this host child by signing our Host Child Matching Agreement.  
America World holds families to both agreements during the entire hosting period 
as well as after the children return to China.

At the conclusion of the hosting program, every child must return to China, as the 
Chinese government maintains legal guardianship of each child until the child 
is adopted.  All families who wish to adopt a child from China are required to 
complete an adoption dossier through an accredited agency and wait for formal 
approvals from the United States and Chinese governments. 

Who Can Host a Child?

Families Must: 
1 Be interested in advocating for 

older orphans or adopting older 
children

2 Have the financial stability to 
care for the host child’s needs

3 Have an available bed and 
sleeping space for a child

4 Have an approved Hosting 
Home Safety Check and/or 
Home Study

5 Be committed to supervising 
the child at all times during the 
hosting period

6 Sign a discipline policy 
prohibiting corporal punishment 



Reflections of a Host Mother
 There are a lot of things a family of four could do with $2,500. I personally have been wanting to take the kids to 
Disneyland, go on cruise, remodel the upstairs bathroom, or pay someone to come every week to clean the house and 
do yard work. I should also be thinking about saving money for future expenses like a car for our 16 year old, college, 
and retirement. None of those things are bad. And a few might be considered a necessity at some point. But not for us. 
Not this year anyway. You see, back in January I got this email forwarded to me from our church’s orphan and foster care 
support group that asked us if we might be interested America World’s innaugural hosting program in Ethiopia, called 
“Welcoming Angels.”  We had been thinking about adoption and foster care for years, but hadn’t been able to commit for 
various reasons. And here, suddenly, was an opportunity to see what it might be like to foster or adopt without the huge 
time and money commitment that might come with either. We talked as a family about the idea of having an orphan 
come live with us for a month. We prayed about it. Then we sent in the application. None of us realized how much we 
were looking forward to this until we got the referral picture of our little boy. Suddenly it became so very real. We could 
not wait for July to come!

 I wish there were words to describe how it felt to see him walk off that plane and into our arms. He later told us 
that he recognized us from our family picture that America World had sent him. And all I can say is that when he saw my 
husband standing there, waiting for him, his smile shattered my previously organized and well-
planned-out world. I discovered in that moment that there really is such a thing as ‘love at 
first sight.’  

 We laughed and had more fun this past month than we had all year. 
We watched baseball and soccer games, went bowling, skating, biking, and 
swimming. We jumped on the trampoline, played in the sprinkler, and went 
for long walks with the dogs. He taught us new card games, beat us in 
soccer, and laughed as we tried to pronounce basic Amharic words. We 
were able to develop “inside” jokes with our limited vocabulary and in 
no time the kids were playfully teasing each other. That was our life for 
almost four weeks. Then we had to say goodbye. It went by so fast, yet 
at the end of it, it seemed as if our little boy had always been with us. 
Did we cry when we took him to the airport? Yes.  More tears than 
I thought possible. Tears still flowed as he flew half way around the 
world to go back to the world he came from. For the little while that 
he was here, he knew without a doubt that he was loved. So was this 
hard? Without a doubt. Was it worth it? More than I can say. After all 
how could it not be worth it to wrap our arms v around a little boy 
who needs more than anything to know that he is loved? 

Letter from America World’s Founder

Thank you for considering our Welcoming Angels Hosting Program in China.  We 
believe older orphaned children have a special place in this world and we know 
families will be blessed for investing in these children’s lives.  

America World is committed to advocating for all the children in the hosting program, even 
after the hosting experience is over.

Sincerely,

Brian and Renee Luwis

America World Founders



About Us
America World is an International Child Placing 

Agency that provides adoption, social services and 
post placement services to families adopting from over 
10 countries around the world, in addition to Domestic 
Adoption and Foster care services in the United States.

America World Adoption is accredited by both the Hague 
Convention and Council on Accreditation.  

America World is licensed as an Acceptable Adoption Organization 
by the CCCWA.

America World Adoption Association is a 
not-for-profit corporation as described

in the Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c) (3)
 and is exempt from taxation.

Contributions to AWAA are deductible under IRC Section 170.  

www.AWAA.org

America World Adoption Association is a not-for-profit corporation as described 
in the Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c) (3) and is exempt from taxation. 

Contributions to AWAA are deductible under IRC Section 170.

America World Adoption
6723 Whittier Ave.
McLean, VA 22101
Office Hours: 9am – 5pm (et) 

(800) 429–3369 • Toll Free
(703) 356–8447 • Phone
(888) 466–8922 • Fax
hosting@awaa.org • Email

Hague Accredited


